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locality. Each district shall have a core of no Jess than 200 acres in one arpe)
or in contiguous parcels, A parcel not part of the core may be include in a
district if the nearest hou ndary of the parcel is within one mile of the bound,
of the core, or if it is contiguous to a parcel in the district the nearest hﬂundary
of which is within one mile of the boundary of the core. No land shal] e
included in any district without the signature on the appficatliun or the wri

{ii) each local governing body approves the district, and (ii1) the district meets
the size requirements of this section, In the event that one of the lpcal
governing bodies disapproves the creation of a district within its boundaries
the creation of the district within the adjacent localities’ boundaries shall ngt
be affected, provided that the district otherwise meets the requirements set out
in this chapter. In no event shall the act of creating a single district located in
two localities pursuant to this subsection be construed to create two districts,
(1977, c. 681, 151-1511;19?9,c.3??;1931,c.54s;1934,c.2ﬂ;1935,5_1m
1987, c. 552; 1993, cc. 745, T61- 1997, c. 587; 1997, ¢, 587.)

Editor's note, — Acts 1987, ¢ 652, cl. 2 prior to the effective duta Wuly 1, 1987) of the
provides that the act shall not invalidate éxizt-  act,
ing agricultural and forestal distriets fermed

§ 15.2-4306. Criteria for evaluating application. — Land being consid-
ered for inclusion in a district may be evaluated by the advisory committee ang
the planning commission through the Virginia Land Evaluation and Site
Assessment (LESA) System or, if one has been developed, a local LESA
System. The following factors should be considered by the local planning
commission and the advisory committee, and at any public hearing at which an
application that has been filed pursuant to § 15.2-4303 is being considered:

1. The agricultural and forestal significance of land within the district or
addition and in areas adjacent thereto: :

2. The presence of any significant agricultural lands or significant forestal |
lands within the district and in areas adjacent thereto that are not now in
active agricultural or forestal production:

3. The nature and extent of land uses other than active farming or forestry
within the district and in areas adjacent thereto: ’

4. Local developmental patterns and needs;

2, The comprehensive plan and, if applicable, the zoning regulations;

6. The environmental benefits of retaining the lands in the district for
agricultural and forestal uses; and I

7. Any other matter which may be relevant, Ly

In judging the agricultural and forestal si ificance of land, any relevant
agricultural or forestal maps may be consi ered, as well as soil, climatef]
topography, other natural factors, markets for agricultural and forestal prod+
ucts, the extent and nature of farm structures, the present status of agricul 3
ture and forestry, anticipated trends in agricultural economic conditions and
such other factors as may be relevant. (1977, ¢, 681, § 15.1-1511; 1979, c. 3773

1981,c.54ﬁ:1934,u.20;1985.c.13;195?,c.552;1993,cc.v45,?61:199T:"
587.) i

§ 15.2-4307. Planning commission review of application; nm}i_ .
hearing. — Upon the receipt of an application for a district or for an adﬂm
Lo an existing district, the local governing body shall refer such ﬂpphcatm:‘.l 7i)
the planning commission which shall: ) *4

1. Provide notice of the application by publishing a notice in a newspapg

having general cireulation within the district and by providing for the postiig]
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